ANNUAL REPORT 2008
SOCIAL ACTION


Members of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Laguna Beach have been actively supporting the cause of Social Justice throughout the year through their Social Action Committee.  As individuals, in groups, and through networking with other organizations, they have pursued their goals through education, advocacy, and action.  We are greatly blessed by a Religious Education program which gives opportunities for our children to share through education and action the goals of social justice.

Social Action, with the League of Women Voters, co-sponsored the popular Foreign Policy Association Great Decisions Discussion Groups beginning in January of 2008.  This group has been in existence for a decade, and has grown from a small group of 12 to 15 to a double session group of over 60 participants.  While many are members of the League and our Fellowship, there is wide participation from other members of the community.  Attendees gain in depth knowledge and understanding of Foreign Policy issues, and lend their voice to the national agenda through participating in a survey which is dispensed to a wide group of national leaders.


Throughout the year members of the congregation have actively supported the Laguna Beach Resource Center by working at the Center, meeting the homeless at the beach to offer food and counseling, and in preparing lunches to feed those in need.

Guest speakers at Sunday Services have been recruited to speak on the issues identified in our Unitarian Universalist principles, or in the Statements of Conscience developed through participation of members of our denomination.  These services culminate with a “Sandwich Lunch” provided by members of the Committee to allow further exploration of the issue with the speaker.  Funds from these lunches are dispersed to further the cause of social justice.


Members of the Congregation are surveyed to respond to new Statements of Conscience to be adopted at General Assembly.  The proposed Statement of Conscience, “Peacemaking,” has been explored from the pulpit, through discussion, and in Covenant Groups.


Members advocate for issues supported by our Principles and Statements of Conscience.  A Social Action table gives opportunities to sign letters and petitions.  Among advocacy issues in 2008 are Immigration, Marriage Equality, Fairness in the Judicial System, and World Hunger.  A letter was sent to President Elect Obama asking him to support development of a rational immigration policy supported by our devotion to human and economic rights.

Education on California election issues is offered to the community through a  discussion of Pros and Cons on the ballot issues.  This is co sponsored by Social Action and the League of Women Voters.


This is a generous congregation.  Especially at Christmas members respond to community and world needs through support of the Heifer Project, by adopting needy families to provide Christmas gifts, and by helping children in the RE program to fill stockings for the Homeless.

Respectfully submitted,  Jean Raun, Co-Chair

